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Rodney King, Rodney King. It’sa tough time to write a funny column. I dunno 
— what are standup comics doing?: 
“Hey, Spring in LA was too cold anyway...” 
“guy goes toa dry cleaners, says, ‘how can I get this smoky smell outa my mink?’” 
“Ya hear Chief Gates got a new job? President of AAA Motorist Clubbing 
Association.” * 

Weird. Weird and scary. Nothin’ funny about it. And for some reason, the more 
I think about it, the more I think about Bill Clinton and his smarmy denials about smoking 
pot. Here’s a guy who— if you can believe the interview in the latest Rolling Stone — loves 
jazz, used to play the sax, used to hang out with musicians, knows a lot about music, 
especially jazz and soul — says he thinks it’s terrible what they did to James Brown...that 
he’s on James Brown’s mailing list... Why is Bill Clinton so afraid of telling the truth? He 
Says, sure, he tried pot once, but he didn’t inhale ... ? And then monkeys flew out of his 
butt.** Jerry Brown’s no better: he says it’s preposterous that people smoked pot and did 
coke at a party in the governor’s mansion. 

Why can’t they just say, “Yeah, you know, I was afraid it would hurt my career if 
people found out, but hell, of course we did drugs in the sixties and seventies. Everybody 
did. And if other politicians give me grief about this, I’ll name every political figure I know 
who did drugs then — and a bunch of people who still do them.” 

Imean, where’s it going to stop? “CNN News has received word that H. Ross Perot 
drank beer in Texas as an underage minor. Perotreplied: ‘Yes, I tried beer once, but I didn’t 
swallow.’” 

Or this one: “Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Bob Woodward revealed today that 
George Bush, as a Yale undergraduate, had sexual relations with a woman who was not his 
wife. Anangry President Bush responded, ‘Listen, I ried sex at Yale once, but I didn’t have 
an orgasm.” 

Yoo hoo ... America ... wake up and take a bong hit. 

And before you readers start writing me angry letters about how I’m advocating 
drugs ... just stop. I’m not advocating drugs. Ann Landers says “Wake up and smell the 
coffee.” Caffeine is a drug. In a lot of places in America coffee used to be illegal. I’m 
advocating telling the truth about what goes on in our incredibly diverse society. 

This includes the travesty of justice that was the Rodney King trial. Yes, a jury 
decided the cops were “‘innocent,” and yes, that’s the way the “system” works. The system 
also works to arrest and convict black men for crimes against whites where the accused were 
in the next state at the time and the “eye-witnesses” were white and asleep.... And then if 
the accused are /ucky, the system works by having a bunch of appellate judges with brains 
say, “That verdict is ridiculous. Get outa here; you’re free.” 

_ What worries me is what happens when Rodney King appeals this decision — or 
when the US Justice Department brings a suit under the Civil Rights Act. It’s Reagan and 
Bush appointees who'll decide King’s case then. If you think things are hot now, wait till 
a Federal court says these cops are “innocent.” Wait till Rodney King finally says, “I tried 
the system, but I didn’t get justice.” 


*Mark Niznik, Northampton 
**Mike Myers, Big Apple 
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Crocodile! 


Open for Dinner 7 Days 
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Corner of Green & West St. 
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STUDENTS! 


Going away for the summer? 


If so, we here at The 
Valley Comic News have a 
deal that is just about 
impossible to pass up, but 
very easy to afford! 


For a measly $5.00, you 


can have all the news that 
you really need sent to 
your summer address for 
three months. 

That’s six big issues 
packed with the wit and 
humor you’ve grown to 
love as a resident of the 
Pioneer Valley. 


Summer is the season of 


fun in the sun! And how 
much of that can you have 
without America’s only... 


Valley Comic News. 


6 Weeks of Summer Laughs 
for only FIVE BUCKS. 


Name 
‘Address 
Town 


State Zip 


Send check, cash or money order to: 
Valley Comic News Summer Deal 


~~ Box 515 
Northampton, MA 01061 
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| haven't noticed any street 
dances or fireworks displays yet, but 
this isthe one hundredth anniversary of 
the Pledge of Allegiance, or, as we used 
to call it in first grade, the “Pledge of 
Legions.” 

Allthe years | said it in school, | 
had no idea what | was saying. My 
favorite word in the pledge was always 
“invisible,” as in “one nation (pause) 
under God (pause) invisible.” | was ten 
years old before somebody told me it 
was “indivisible.” 

“Oh. What's ‘indivisible’?” 

“| don't know. It’s a word in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.” 

Infact, the Pledge of Allegiance 
may hold the world record for the sheer 
number of times it's been repeated by 
people who have no idea what they’re 
saying. So maybe, instead of celebrat- 
ing the 100th anniversary of it, we ought 
to be deciding whether we still believe 
any of it. 

Let’s take a look. 

1. “I pledge allegiance...”: Al- 
ready it starts off funny. Pledging alle- 
giance is something that knights did in 
the Middle Ages. It's something that 
tribal chieftains do in Africa. It's some- 
thing that brides and grooms do — or, 
actually, usedto do, because a lot of ‘em 
just skip the vowing part when they get 
marriedthese days. Somaybe we should 
change this to reflect the times. Maybe 
something like, “I kinda wanna say this.” 

2. “...to the flag of the United 
States of America...”: There are still 
plenty of people who believe the flag is 
the United States, but most people think 


Betsy Ross was basically your exploited 
garment-district employee. More ap- 
propriate would be: “We've got a really 
neat logo.” 

3.“...andto the republic forwhich 
it stands...”: Republic? Republic? | 
used to know what that was. Wait a 
minute, maybe the old ninth-grade civ- 
ics braincells willkick in here. We've got 
dictatorships, we’ve got democracies, 
we've got your plutocracies. Republic. 
Republic. It’s a Plato thing, | remember 
that much. It’s something like a bunch of 
people all joined together for the com- 
mon good, because they believe they're 
stronger when they all work together. 
And there’s something in there about 
how they have free elections andchoose 
the best person to run things. Obvi- 
ously, nobody believes in this anymore, 
especially not in an election year. Make 
it read: “and to my primary socio-eco- 
nomic and ethnic group, my personal 
career goals, and my family, although | 
respect the right of all people who are 
different from me to do their own thing.” 
This is as close as | can get. 

4. “...one nation ...”: Lemme put 
itthis way. The blacks think it’s not their 
nation because it’s run by the whites. 
The Hispanics don't think it’s their na- 
tion, either. And the traditional leaders 
— people like the Irish, the Yalies, the 
California Republicans — are not feel- 
ing real good about things themselves. 
The Southerners have always felt left 
out. Texas wants to secede. The Jews 
are predicting the biggest wave of anti- 
Semitism since Hitler. So the “one na- 
tion” part is gonna be a problem. Let’s 


try “one place where we'll all try notto kill 
one another.” 

5. “... under God ...”: You've got 
to be kidding. There are some states 
that already forbid schoolchildren to say 
this part of the pledge. We could make 
it “under some version of benign influ- 
ence from outer space, like a Steven 
Spielberg movie.” ; 

6. “ ...indivisible ...”: I’m afraid 
it's done divisibled. The only people 
who believeit's indivisible are the people 
who became American citizens within 
the last two years. They're too green to 
know yet that the America they think 
they joined doesn't really exist anymore. 
Rewrite this as: “holding together as 
long as we have enough police on the 
Streets.” 

7. “...with liberty ...": Only if you 
have enough money. 

8. “...and justice ...”: Only if you 
have a whole /otof money, because we 
have more lawyers per capita than any 
civilization in the history of the world. 


bunch of money, we'll have an outside 
chance to be free.” 

| think Congress should require 
this to be recited each morning by every 
American school child. What do yoy 
think? > 


To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, or to get free junk in the 
mail and Joe Bob’s world-famous news- 
letter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO Box 
2002, Dallas, TX, 75221. Joe Bob’s Fax 
line is always open: 214-368-2310, 
COPYRIGHT 1992 CREATORS Syn- 
-DICATE, INC. 


9... forall.” Well, okay, if you | im 


say so. 


Let's put it all together and see 


what we have: 
“| kinda wanna say this. The 


1@ 
United States has a really neat logo, and | 
what it means is that | can pursue my : 
career goals without anybody hassling | 


me, while everyone else is trying to do | 
the same thing, because we all trynotto | 


get in each other's way or kill one an-. *~ 


other, believing in the great Luke 
Skywalker god that will save us from 
Darth Vader, and if we keep enough. 
cops on the street, and make a whole 
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Michael Martin takes a break with 
The Valley Comic News at a plaza 
in Shatin, Hong Kong 


{RICH 


- : bs N. Pleasant St, 


CLOTHING FOR MEN 


* 253-2013 °22 Masonic S& 
wy Digg ro Abc ne orthaifipto 


VALLEY AIKIDO 


INTRODUCTORY a 
CLASSES | 


Special Summer Rates 


< 


6 


3 months for $7500 
or 
1 month for $3000 


(413) 586-0355 
131 King Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 


Tus Mopern Wortp By Tom Tomorrow 
THIS M@DLEM WORLD 


AS DID THE SENATE DURING THE THOMAS / 
HILL HEARINGS, THE L.A.P.D ARROGANTLY-- 
AND TRAGICALLY-- ASSUMED THEIR POWER 
SO COMPLETE THAT THE PUBLIC CovLD 
BE MADE To DISREGARD THE EVIDENCE 
BEFORE THEIR EYES... 


MY OFFICERS WERE MERELY DEFEND- 


NG THEMSELVES AGAINST A DANGER- 
US CRIMINAL! 


AFTER BEING MADE 7d VIEW THE VIDEO- 
TAPE OF THE BEATING APPROXIMATELY 
93472 TIMES, THE JURY EVIDENTLY Lo 

TOUCH WITH REALITY AND WAS EFFECT- 
ety BRAINWASHED 8Y THE PROSECU- 


“| THIS WAS OBy/ous- 


ee I a 


Op pil PRN 42 


THE TRIAL WAS NOVED To A LARGELY 
WHITE, SUBURBAN COMMUNITY WITH, To 


PUT \T KINDLY, LITTLE EXPERIENCE W/TH-- 


OR UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAPD. AND 
THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARD INNER -CITY 
BLACKS... 


THIS MODLEM WORLD 


HOW 18 SOCIETY DEALING WITH THE MOST SEVERE 
PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS SINCE. THE BLACK PLAGUE? 
WELL, THE (.0.C. HAS JUST RELEASED A SERIES 
OF TV SPOTS WHICH, DUE To POLITICAL PRESSURE, 
DO NOT MENTION THE WORD “CONDOM”... 


YOU'VE GOT To...YOU KNOW... ALWAYS BE 
SURE TO...YOU KNOW...OR ELSE...WELL... | 


“| You KNow / 


AIDS ACTINISTS MUST Do BATTLE WITH TIM - 
ID NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE EDITORS IF, 
\N THEIR ATTEMPTS To EDUCATE THE PuB- 
LIC, THEY ACTUALLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE EY 
ISTENCE OF SOMETHING AS CONTROVERSIAL 
AS HUMAN SEXUALITY... 


int ¢ fF Vif 
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PUBLIC DEBATE OF THE SEEMINGLY OBV/oUS -- 
WHETHER YOUNG PEOPLE SiOULD BE TAUGHT THAT 
USING CONDOMS COULD SAVE THEIR LIVES... 


(THAT'S ALL 
THEY NEED 


ON A POSITIVE NOTE, AT LEAST ONE. PRES ~- 
IDENTIAL CANDIDATE 1S NOT AFRAID TO 
TACKLE THE ISSUE...AND 15, IN FACT, UNIQUE- 
LY QUALIFIED To Pa Nie CONDOM 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN... SPARKY™ SA 
ALWAYS COVER YOUR BEAK..! 


“JLY RODNEY KING'S 
* |} FAULT? HE SHOULD 


h WED THE. e 
. |OFFICERS TO BEAT |i: 
THIM J 


ROBERT TOBEY 
FINE PHOTOGRAPHY 


Classes 


Offering 


A full-facility studio and darkroom for small intensive 
tate in beginning and intermediate photogra- 
pny. ; . 


Teaching 
How to work a camera. 


plus 
An overview of the philosophy, techniques and 
technology of photography, with an emphasis on 
fine black and white shooting and printing; but 
including a consideration. of your color options in 
natural and artificial light. 


Four weekly two-hour daytime and evening classes. 
$100 


Bring: 
Aworking 35mm camera and some money for film K\\ 
and paper.(Chemistry will be provided.) CHILDRENS MOVIES: ALWAYS 2 FoR J 
Please call for more information. 


SHORT STREET NORTHAMPTON MA _ 01060 
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You have a lot more hair on 
your body than a bear does, 
according to the dermatologists. 
There are scientific researchers 
who insist the afternoon nap fills 
a biological need. Humans, 
they say, would be “biphasic 
sleepers” — twice every 24 
hours — if that were a little 
more convenient. 


A peanut is nearly half fat. 


A lot of people addressed the 
first U.S. President’s wife 
Martha as “Lady Washington.” 


All the physical features on the 
planet Venus are given female 
names. 

It's now known that alligators, 
too, communicate with infra- 
sonic sounds, those deep notes 
too low for the human ear. 
Each muscle pulls, no muscle 
pushes. 

Am told a single thread of 
spider silk long enough to 
stretch all the way around the 
world would only weigh about 
15 ounces. 


Not every culture in Nepal and 
Tibet permits a woman to have 
more than one husband. But 
some do. In these, a woman 
may have up to five husbands. 
Usually brothers. Occasionally, 
fathers and sons. 


Q. What do you call that metal 


band that holds the eraser ona 
pencil? 
A. A ferrule. 
Spring moves 30 miles farther 
north every day. 


It's noted in the old records that 
Parke-Davis in 1894 put out an 
“Emergency Kit” that contained 
cocaine, morphine, atropine, 
strychnine and a hypodermic 
syringe. 
Those who map the ocean 
floors say they’re getting there. 
Only 95 percent left to go. 


The most renowned lover in 
Hollywood history — Rudolph 
Valentino -- was locked out of 

his bedroom on his wedding 
night. That marriage to actress 

Jean Acker only lasted six 
hours. 
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Your freezer compartment will 
get four, maybe five degrees 
warmer while it’s making Ice. 
Each major league baseball 

team breaks about 500 bats a 

year. 

The heart of one blue whale, 
caught in 1947, was actually put 
on the scales. It weighed 1540 

pounds. ; 
What! You can’t name the U.S. 
President who married the 
great- granddaughter of 
Pocahontas? Woodrow Wilson, 
whose wife was Edith Galt. 

William James said, “A great 
many people believe they are 

thinking when they are merely 
rearranging their prejudices.” 
There are no bridges across the 
Amazon. 

Pollsters put this bodacious 
query to a sizable sampling of 
married couples: Which is the 

more important morning activity 

— making beds or making 
love? One out of 13 said mak- 

ing beds. 


PELHAM AUTO 
SERVICE 


BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(413) 253-9302 
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If the Carib Indians of the West 

Indies hadn’t worshipped a god 

of thunder they called Hurakan, 
we'd no doubt refer to hurri- 
canes by some other name. 


It was the Greeks who invented 
counterfeiting. 

That line “I need it like a hole in 
the head” comes out of the 
Yiddish. You can say the same 
for “Get lost!” 

You're aware, are you not, that 
our most enduring legal docu- 
ment is the U.S. Constitution? 
Note also that it was written by 
men who never went to law 
school. 

You know that bubble of air 
usually in the big end of a hard- 
boiled egg? | always thought 
cooking created it. But a bird 
expert says, No, it’s where the 
chick, if there’s a chick, draws 
its first breath of air, which it 
needs to get physical enough to 
break out of the shell. 
Nothing new about boxed gifts 
you have to assemble yourself. 
In 1885, the Statue of Liberty 
was delivered in 214 crates, 
batteries not included. 
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The Questions, Please: 


What is your Gender? 
j Male [_j Female 


How old are you? 
Under 18 
18-21 
21-25 
26-31 

32 - 40 
41-55 

56 - 65 

Over 65 


z+ QOOOOOUUCLO 


Ow many in your household? 


Coo 


[Ly 4 or more 


Valley Comic News Survey 1992 


How much did you haul in last 
year? 

[) Less than $10,000 

[ ©4$10-$19 Thou 

Lj $20 - $29 G's 

[Jj $30 -$39K 

[J $40 - $49,000 Simoleons 
[Jj $50- $75,000 Bananas 
[yj $75- $100,000 Biggies 
[Jj More than that even 


What kind of plastic do you 
have? 

[j Visa, MasterCard, Discover 
[Jj American Express 

[yj Gold of some sort 

[j Store Card (Sears, 


Steigers, etc.) 


How many people do you think read Do you plan to buy acar in the 
your copy of The Valley Comic News? next year? 


Schooling? 

[.y High School 

[.y Community College 

[jy Attended College 

[yj Attending College 

[.j Undergraduate Degree 
[.j Graduate Degree 

[jy Graduate Degree + 


Which best describes your job? 
Professional 

Service Worker 
Student 

Retail 

Educator 

Clerical 

Manager 
Artist/Craftsperson 
Building Trades 
Food Industry 

Still Finding Yourself 
Other 


OOOOOUCOOCOOO0 


[jy Yes [yj No 
Do you yearn to have more fun 


than any one person should 
have? 


Ly Yes [yj No 


Do you own your own home? 


[jy Yes [fj No 


What goods &/or services seen in 


the Comic News have you used? 


How important is VCN in shaping 
your opinion of this crazy, mixed- 
up world? é 


_j Real 

(_} Fairly 

[jy Somewhat 
[_] Not too 


o make it worth your while to send the surveys back, there’ ll be prizes 


Which of these have you used 
in the past year? 


Doctor 

Lawyer 

Stockbroker 
Accountant 

Home Repair Person 
Chiropractor 

Caterer 

Therapist 
Masseuse/Masseur 
Holistic Health Person 
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ow often do you eat out? 
Never 

1-3 times a month 
1-2 times a week 

3-5 times a week 
Over 5 times a week 


Oooo 


Last time you dined out, 
about how much did you spend 
per person? 


When you decide to step out, 
what's it generally for? 
Music 

Dining 

Dancing 

Movies 

Theatre 

Sporting Events 
Political Stuff 

Cafe 
Art gallery/Museum. 
Lecture 
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Too Hot To Mention Here 


FILL OUT SURVEY AND THIS BOX AND RETURN BY 
MAY 20TO: . 
The Valley Comic News Survey 
P.O. Box 515 
Northampton, Mass. 01061 
Prize drawing will be held on May 22nd. All information from 
the Survey will be kept confidential. 


Hy 


What would you most like to 
see added to The Valley 
Comic News? 


a ae 


| usually pick up the Comic 
News at: 


| wish | could get it at: 


How do you think the Comic 
News is doing? (Don't hold back; 
lay it on us!) 


Would you like to treat a friend toa 
year's subscription at a special 

low, low, low, discount price of $18? 
[_j Of course; it’s a great deal, 

and you folks are the salt of the 
earth. (Please fill out subscription form 
on p. 3, & indicate it's a Survey Sub- 
scription Discount) 


for a few lucky respondents, chosen at random, by the full moon. 


9 . 
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Faces -- $25 gift certificate 
Karavan Imports -- $75 gift certificate 
The Mercantile -- $25 gift certificate 
Valley Comic News -- gift subscription 
Pleasant St. Video -- membership & 3 free video rentals 
Video To Go -- 10 free movies 
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IMPORTS 


The Rites of Spring demand the "vite" git | 


Unia ue and 
Imported 


New Arrivals From Africa 


Musical Instruments, Soapstone Sculpture, 


Fertility Dolls, Masks, Loose Trade Beads 


New Arrivals From Egypt 


Sterling Pendants of Egyptian lconography 
Ankhs, Eye of Horus, Cartouches, Scarabs 


Beautifully Handcrafted Inlay Boxes 


“THINK'R 


Ia TENG you Bara, 
MY PLAM witt work / 


Finn Day, HELL HELP 
YOu PUSH. 


Weng jo 
Of THE DOLE! 


CY SaSse a ae 
cy Wo he N Is: > 
‘ie Y\ p= BO GR I? 
ghee 
sear a wag 
3 ae 


A 
Na 


aa 


All twet daw, envy dreamed of 
The yo OCR that awaited 
Iis Yeruvn \ome. 


“HEY, GUYS...THE COWS ARE COMING HOME. YOU CAN 
STOP WAITING... THEY'RE COMING...HEY, GUYS..: 
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VIEWS 2F™2E WORED | ashi SA 
OFADEUTSCHE ZEITUNG | 
Minit H.ROSS PEROT LOOKS ! 
GER | 
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KIRSCHEN 
THE JERUSALEM REPORT 


Jerusalem 
ISRAEL 


PEACE IS AT HAND /! THE 
AFGHAN GUERILLAS LEADERS 
HAVE AGREED To FORM A 
RULING COUNCIL ...- 


HEN 

LIANHE ZAOBAO 
Singapore 
SINGAPORE 


aN 


TROUW 
Amsterdam 
NETHERLANDS 


es MM Ertan et ty SS oe, 


paith, 


Healthy 
Mexican Food 
& 

Great Deals 
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So 
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PEN EINEAR IS LAL RTE Ors SAI EASA AS 


farwnylin 
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Northampton ¢ 584-0673 
Amherst @ 256-8217 
Springfield @ 788-0919 
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SO MOST WOMEN ARE PRO- 
CHOICE! WE STILL NEED 
THEIR VOTE! WHAT NEW 
POSITION DO WE TAKE? 


ANN 
\ Pie 
NWN 


ae ‘ Aas 


\ NA “ \\ \\ Xa 
vO NON Xi) 


THE 
fF ARLEN 
1 SPECTER 


WHAT IF 2 
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Droughis 


The worsening drought in 
southern Africa threatens 
to cause massive starva- 

tion if urgent measures aren't imme- 

diately taken by the world’s industri- 
alized nations. “If we don't get a sig- 
nificant amount of food moving soon, 
and people begin to see horrible 
pictures on their TVs, they are going 
to ask what we — the administration 
and congress — have been doing,” 
said U.S. Representative Tony Hall 
who heads the congressional com- 
mittee on hunger. Crop losses are 
now worse than those in Ethiopia 
and other northeast African coun- 
tries during the droughtof the 1980s. 

England's worst drought since 

1749 has forced officials to ration 

water to 6.5 million people as 20 

rivers show signs of completely 

drying up. The problem is especially 
acute around London where con- 
sumption is highest, and where only 
60percentof normal rainfall occurred 
during the past winter. 
Acombination of asevere drought 
and unseasonable frost in SriLanka’s 
main plantation districts east of 

Colombo has turned the green tea- 

producing hills brown. A large por- 

tion of the island nation faces a se- 
vere shortage of drinking water. 


Riot Pollution 


Contaminated water from 
three days of firefighting 

in riot-torn Los Angeles 
flowed through the city’s storm drain 
system and into Santa Monica Bay, 
posing a health threat for swimmers 
and surfers. The runoff included 
bacteria, toxins, motor oil, and burnt 
debris. Several beaches were to 
remain closed until bacteria and 
pollution counts returned to normal. 


Tropical Storm 


An unnamed tropical cy- 
clone lashed India’s Orissa 
State with high winds, heavy 
rain, and hail. Major damage was 
‘inflicted on five villages, and 12,000 
’ acres of crops were damaged. 


E PLANET 


For the week ending 
May 8, 1992 


“©1992 Chronide'Features 


Earthquakes 


Amoderate midnight earth- 
LS] quake caused widespread 

alarm among residents in 
the Peruvian capital of Lima, but 
caused no significant damage. Earth 
movements were also felt around 
Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines, 
and in coastal Chile, Puerto Rico, 


Idaho, northern and southern parts 
of California, and southern Quebec. 


Wildfires 


Three major blazes and 
PY dozens of smaller ones 
blackened more than 
13,000 acres of New Jersey forests, 
destroying one home and threaten- 
ing hundreds more. The worst blaze 
caused the closure of astretch of the 
Garden State Parkway and the 
Oyster Creek nuclear power plant. 
Nearly 100 forest fires broke outin 
an area of southeastern Belarus still 
contaminated by radioactivity from 
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear reactor 
accident. 


- Tee Shirts 
- Sweatshirts 


EI Nirio 
((((( whe warm oa ler 
phenomenon calle 

et Nifio caused heavy down- 
pours in most of Chile. Meanwhile, 
monitoring across the tropical Pa- 
cific indicates that the peak of the 
current warming appears to have 
occurred in early March. U.S. gov- 
ernment climate specialists expect 
sea surface temperatures to return 
to normal in most areas by late inthe 


year, with an end to widespread cli- 
mate disruptions. 


Fireball 


An orange-colored streak 
spotted by several inter- 
) national airline pilots over 
Serbia at an altitude above 35,000 
feet was probably caused by the 
explosion of a “celestial body,” ac- 
cording to a Yugoslav government 
spokesman. Military experts denied 
that the phenomenon had been 
caused by combat activities in the 
region’s continuing civil war. 


c 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF TH es eee 


Vostok, (Russia) 
Antarctica 


Worm-Charming 


Fans of the bizarre British 
sport of worm-charming 

gathered in Devonshire to 
see who could coax the greatest 
number of the wiggly creatures out 
ofthe ground. Someserenadedthem 
with a violin, others tried prodding 
with an umbrella, scattering cham- 
Pagne, and even playing a tape of a 
patriotic song. But the winners of the 
Ninth International Worm-Charming 
Championship at Blackawton caught 
their worms with a mixture of stout 
and home-brewed beer. All teams 
using liquid as part of their worm- 
charming efforts this year were forced 
to drink samples under a new rule 


’ introduced after three teams were 


disqualified last year because of us- 
ing dangerous substances. During 
the competition, a total of 444 worms 
were charmed to the surface. 


Additional Sources: British Meteorological 
Office, U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. 
Earthquake Information Center and the World 
Meteorological Organization. 


- Jewelry 
- Accessories 


APART 


THORNES - 150 MAIN ST- NORTHAMPTON MA 5655007 
ee 


TRADITIONAL WOOD-FIRED 
BRICK OVEN PIZZA 


12 CRAFTS AVENUE @ NORTHAMPTON 


586-1468 


17 Strong Ave., Northampton 
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THE FAR SIDE vy cary iarson 


i, 


or 
22nd International 


; © 1992 Universal Press Syndicat 


“Mom! We were all singing ‘She’ll Be Comin’ Around “So please welcome our keynote speaker, Professor “Sorry to bother you, sir, but there’s another 
the Mountain,’ but Randy won’t stop with the ‘whack, Melvin Fenwick — the man who, back in 1952, first salesman out here — you want me to tell him to go 
whack’ part!” coined the now common phrase: ‘Fools! I'll destroy to heaven?” 
them all!” 


PHILLIPS BROTHERS 


Commercial & Residential 


Interior & Exterior Painting 
Light Carpentry Work 
FREE ESTIMATES 


ale. 


Brock Phillips 
584-5979 


< 


yolping Jajyjuuer :0j}0Ud 


Mexican Food 
that Mexicans _ 
would want to eat! 
ek ok. 


44 Main St. 
see \LeracruZand xornampton 286-7181 |p 


Downstairs at Thornes 


150 Main Street © Northampton, MA e (413)-586-801 


her lips 2. Maybe 
those other doohickies 


J.W. Miller with his staff and rod 


Wow. That quy's 
already Q silvecbady 


5 Syndicate 


© 1992 Uneversa! Pres 


Buddy’s dreams Junior high gorillas 


me = a [s) 1932 Universal Press yndicate © 


3 

F = \ ; oe 

. — (Hi ma) 

aS % g KS ics Z e- 2 4 

Div action ie aS om “Margaret! You?...1...1...should ... have ci 
aad opped while both s vealed knowwwwwnnnnnn...” 
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LEOLD. BY RoGEr SALLOOM 


| wish | had been born into a 
rock and roll band. Instead of 
putting me in my mother’s arms in 
the delivery room, they'd hold my 
head in the kick drum and play 
three hours of very slow reggae. 

That‘d help me in subtle ways 
later on in life. 

I don't need high school. 

| need the Grateful Dead. 

Tonight after dinner I'll sit mom 
down and have a heart to heart 
talk. I'm sure she'll let me go on 
tour. The Dead need me. 


A few days latet......... 
Once again she suggested 


therapy. This is starting to get 
me down. 
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PAUL GAUGUIN ASKED, WELL, L DONT KNOW ABOUT : Fa a 
"WHENCE DO WE COME? ANYONE ELSE, BUT Z CAME 
WHAT ARE WE? NHERE FROM MY ROOM, IM A KID 
ARE WE GOING?” WITH BIG PLANS, AND I'M 

: GOING OUTSIDE! 

SEE YA LATER! 


EVERY TIME You 
MAKE A DEPOSIT, 
YOU CAN THINK, 
“OH BOY, ANOTHER 


LOOK AT THIS, 
DAD! IVE GOT 


AND LOOK How MUCH 
IVE GOT! GUESS 


© 1992 Watterson Distnbuted by Universal Press Syndicate 


MY GUM HAS 
LOST WS 
FLAVOR . 


AFTER A FEW PACKS, ITS AN ORIFICE 1S AN AMUSING 

LIKE CHENING A BIG, SOSGY | THING, ALL RIGHT. 

Sock! MY JAWS ACHE AND 
eI CANT CLOSE IY LIPS, So 
21 WHEEZE THROUGH MY 
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rm 
am 
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Z 
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SEE, \TS ALL TARGET 
MARKETING / ADVERTISERS 

DONT WASTE THEIR TIME ON 
MASS AUDIENCES ANY MORE. 
THEY FIND YOUR SPECIAL 
INTEREST AND 
THEN NAIL You! 


WOW, THIS LOOKS GREAT! 
“SPECIAL SUGARLESS GUM 
ISSUE- CHOOSING AN ARTIFICIAL 
WH. SWETENER THATS RIGHT FOR 
& Bald YOU... TONGUE EXERCISES FOR 
2 BIGGER BUBBLES ... RAD FASHION 
EKNEEPADS FOR WALKING AND 


AS \F ADVERTISING WASNT 
INTRUSIVE ENOUGH BEFORE. 


OOH, THE ‘92 


EACH APPEALS TO A DIFFERENT 
FACTION. “CHEWING” |S HIGH- 
GLOSS, LITERATE AND SOPHISTICATED, 
"GUM ACTION” GOES FoR THE 
GONZO CHEWNERS. “CHEWERS 
ILLUSTRATED” AIMS AT VINTAGE 
GUM COLLECTORS, AND 
SOON! 


EACH ONE ENCOURAGES You 
TO THINK YOU BELONG To AN 
ELITE CLIQUE, So ADVERTISERS 
CAN APPEAL TOXOUR EGO 
AND GET YOU To CULTIVATE 
AN IMAGE THAT SETS You) 
APART FROM THE CROWD. ITS 
E DIVIDE AND CONQUER TRICK. 


=. aR 
THE COMPUTER GRAPH SHONS 
THE RESULTS, COMPENSATING - 
FOR VARIOUS SALIVA ACIDINES. 


24 


T THOUGHT FUN WAS SUPPOSED 
BE FUN. 


E's AN INTERESTING ARTICE. 
Pp FWE GUM BRANDS 
COMPARED IN TERMS OF 


HAT KIND OF § 
NUT WOULD 


EVERYONE / 
TUS IS HARD 


AX) 


Rae 


CARE ABour | DATA: 
RETENTION , ELASTICITY,| | IF You KNOW YOUR pH, THIS eG WELL I preree! 
cae CAPACITY AND CHEWING |] REALLY. HevPs You choost me] [AMY THIS 2” LETS You 
REBOUND. PROPER GUM FoR YOUR ae! 


CHEWING STYLE. 


ENIONMENT,’ 


YERES AN AD FOR A NEW GUM | GOSH, AM I COOL ENOUGH To 
CALLED "HYPERBUBBLE,” AND | CHEW HYPERBUBBLE > MANE 
TSN,” IF You'RE. NOT TM NOT! MAXBE IF You 
CHEWING WPERBUBBLE, YOU /,CHEW WYPERBUBBLE, You 
MIGHT AS WELL BE CHEWING [§ = BECOME COOL! 

YOUR CUD.” OOH, GREAT COPY.’ fF 


OR MANE IF YOU CHEN IT, 
EVERYONE ASSUMES You'Re 
COOL, SO IT DOESNT MATTER 
IF YOU ARE OR NOT! WHAT 
DoYOU THINK? SHOULD I 
BUY SOME? 


YOU'RE RIGHT. FOOD 
DOES TASTE BEITER 
THIS WAY. 


AS T, THE MANIACAL «I REFLECT ON How THEIR 
TYRANT, LOOK DOWN UPON | | PUNY LIVES MEAN NOTHING 
MY PATHETIC SUBJECTS... 


BEING A PARENT 
JOLD YOU To MUST BE NICE. 
GATHER THE 


«SO PLEASE LEAVE A 
MESSAGE AT THE 
SOUND OF THE CLICK. 


HELLO, WE ARE UNABLE 
TO COME To THE PHONE 
RIGHT NOW... 


M1 % CLICK # 
ee 


HOW ARE TIM GOING TOSIT]/ I Wisk I'D 
YOU GOING | HERE AND WAIT, | | BROUGHT A 
To DO | SO OPPORTUNITY || Book To READ. 


GOING TO WRESTLE THE 
ISSUES OF THE AGE AND 
CHANGE THE COURSE OF 
HISTORN / 


SSIVE AND UNMOTIVATED! 
LACK AMBITION AND DRIVE! 


OUGRAULATION 
GRADUATES! 


You've got 
your 
sheepskin, 


You've got 
your car 
packed with 
stuff, . 


You've got 
your world 
on a string... 


Only one 
thing you 
haven't got: 


Just Fill Out The 
Handy Form on Page 
3 and Don't Leave The 
Valley Without It... 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


Sometimes the biggest changes in life are heralded by 
the most mundane of occurrences, such as the ringing of a }. 
telephone. So it was forme when the phone rang one moming 
about 8. 

Iknew I wasintrouble as soon as I answered the phone 
and my doctor was ontheline. Since I belong toan HMOI knew 
she wasn’t calling just to chat. Ostensibly, HMO stands for 
health maintenance organization and is supposed to lower 
medical costs. In reality, the initials stand for How Many 
Operators and refer to the number of people you have to speak 
with before you can get an appointment. It is so difficult to see 
adoctorat my HMO that! am convinced thisis theonly medical 
organization founded by Christian Scientists. 

The person who answers the phone at the HMO is the 
receptionist-practitioner. She is not a fully trained receptionist 
buthas taken some courses. You are then passed on (sorry about 
that term) to someone who determines how severe your illness 
is. This person doesn’t have a medical degree but has been a 
subscriber to Reader’s Digest for at least 10 years. If this person 
decides you are REALLY sick, you are connected to someone 
who has taken a biology course. If you are fortunate you will get 
an appointment within the same calendar year. 

The doc read me the results of my cholesterol test.My 
level was 350. 

“Ts that bad?” I asked. 

"That’s the highest Jevel of anyone I know who is still 
alive,” she answered in a manner so casual it wouldn’t be 
allowed into many restaurants. 

“Maybe I produce cholesterol for a vegetarian family 
that won’t eat meat?” I whimpered. BULONARE POPULIST ROSS | 

The subsequent silence was so intense I could hear the PEROT! 
arteries hardening within my body. : 

Thad visions of all the fat I’d ever drained off, poured 
into an empty coffee can and hid under the sink. A cosmic truth 
revealed itself to me: If you can’t pour fat into a drain because 
itwould clog the pipes, why would you wantto pourit into your 
body? 


THOSE EARLY, EMPOWERING 


BUTYOUWQULNT ~— I UNDER- 
INFLUENCES ARE SOIMPORTANT. -. 


BELIEVE HOW FORCE- STAND, BUT 

FULY BOYSCAN ~—sIT CANT BE 

PROTECT THER PRES- AT THE Ex- 

ENCE, THEY MAKE PENSE OF 

2 THEMSELVES VERY THEGIKLS 

° HARDFORUSTO SELF ESTEEM. 
\ IGNORE. / 


MRS. DOONESBURY, IM ACUTELY 
AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS OF 
GENDER BIAS IN THE CLASS - 
ROOM é 


HOWDSHE WELL, BY...UM,, 
ABANDONING 


I MEAN, BIASIS 
A PRETTY HARD THING 


ACHAT ACTUALLY, SHE 
SHE WEL- WAS PRETTY 
COMED, COOL ABQUT 
NO DOUBT, IT, CONSIDERING. 


x aa 


THINK I IGNORE 
THE GIRLS? 
TEDDY2 


MR. PEROT, I THINK YOULL 
AGREE THAT SO FAR YOU'VE 
HADA FREE RIDE IN THE 


° 
+ 


I had expected my cholesterol level to be high but I 
figured Id be like the guy on TV who is jogging through the 
woods yakking about how his level used to be 225 and with 
exercise and com oil was able to get it down under 200. That’s 
what I'd do, I thought. Cook my spare ribs in Mazola, go to the 
Y a couple of times a week and gobble down tons of low-fat 
Dannon instead of high-fat Ben & Jerry’s. But 350 was very 
high and J knew there wasn’t enough com oil in the world to 
save me. 

Still on the phone, Doctor Spoilsport was asking if I 
smoked. 

“No, I gave it up S years ago,” I said, desperate for a 
cigarette. Wasn’t it for times like these that cigarettes were 
invented? 

I was put on a low-fat, high-fiber diet. For a while 
everything I ate was made of oat bran. I gave that up when I tried 
oat bran ice cream and couldn’t distinguish between the con- 
tainer and its contents. I also was given a prescription for a 
cereal extremely high in fiber. Named “Twine” and available 
only in drug stores, it’s made me very, very regular. I now go 
to the bathroom every 15 minutes, or 20 feet, whichever comes 
first. Fortunately, Iam now able to subscribe to the New Yorker 
magazine without worrying whether I’ll be able to finish one 
issue before the next one comes. 


WavERsAL PrEts Icecan © 1971 08 Beceoy 


IN 1978, TWO OF MY 


NO. SPECIHCS ARE FORSMALL \, 
MINDS, AMERICA'S QUNERS WANT 
BOLD ACTION, NOTANOTHER. ° 
THUMB- SUCKING WHITE PAPER, 


The Raw Carrot 


Juice Bar 


ORGS 


WHAT I WAS TRYING TO SAY 
19 THAT IF YOU'RE FIXING 70 
A LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OMELETTE, YOU BETTER BE 
PREPARED 


70 BREAK E665, 
ESPECIALLY THE BAD ONES! 


| NOW OPEN, 


Serving: freshly 
squeezed vegetable 
juices,smoothies, 
vegetarian and 
vegan sandwiches, 
soups,salads and 
baked goods. 
OPEN 10am-7pm 
downtown amherst 
next to the mercantile 


WS IT UU LEAST 
7 pe wiaexie 
A N, 
tae eno 


IT JUST 
3, OR WAS 
WAIT LESS 
M a 
4) fa 


Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


SIKHOURS LATER, HEY, ITGA 
IM GUARDING NATIONAL 
ICKSO- TREASURE, 

WOOD. MAN. 


VOTED 
“BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER® 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive,and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 
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MONTAGUE>MA 


36709206 
e Cafe 


e Reading Rooms 

e Riverside Deck 

e Musical Performances 
e Aisles of Good Books 


45, 000 Used & Discount Books 


Cookbooks Art Science 
Children's Architecture Economics 
Nature Poetry Sociology 
Gardening Drama Psychology 
Fiction Religion Human 


Literature Philosophy Crafts 


Open 7 days a week, 10:00 - 6:00 
MasterCard/Visa Accepted MON TAG E: MA 
36729206 


If you are planning a party, meeting, or any 
type of gathering, consider renting our 
function rooms. 


CET 20% OFF | 
Next Book Purchase : 


Offer Good pp 6/5/92 


15 min. North of Amherst off Rt. 63 
25 min. North of Northampton off Rt. 47 


